
 
        
           

        
        

          
        

    

     

 

     
     

    
   
     

  
    

    
     

      
      

   

     

    
     

   
     
     

   

  
    

   

    
     

  

    

  

      

    

     

  

      

    

  

 

    

GIFTED RESOURCES 
Myths: Gifted Learners 

Myth: That student can’t be 
gifted, he is receiving poor 
grades. 

Truth: Gifted students can be 
underachieving students, 
meaning their performance is not 
matching their ability. The root 
of the problem may differ from 
student to student. Gifted 
students may become bored or
frustrated in an unchallenging 
classroom situation, causing
them to lose interest and learn 
poor study habits. Other 
students may mask their abilities 
to try to fit in socially with same 
age peers, while still others may
have a learning disability that 
masks their giftedness. 

Myth: Gifted students are happy, 
popular, and well adjusted in 
school. 

Truth: Many gifted students do 
well in their community and 
school environment. However, 
some gifted children differ in 
terms of their emotional and 
affective needs. Some 
experience heightened 
sensitivity to others’
expectations and feelings of 
perfectionism. Others do not 
share interests with their 
classmates, resulting in feelings 
of isolation or not fitting in. 

Gifted Learners versus High Achievers 
High achieving students know what it takes to be 

successful in school and are willing to put in the time and 
effort. Giftedness reflects innate aptitudes that may or 
may not emerge as exceptional academic talent over 
time. 

Below is a list of a few characteristics for high 
achievers versus gifted learners. This list is not 
exhaustive. Resources are listed below. 

High Achiever Gifted Learner 

Knows the answers Asks the questions 

Is interested Is highly curious 

Has good ideas Has original, wild, silly ideas 

Tests well Plays around, yet tests well 

Answers questions Responds with a unique 
perspective 

Absorbs information Manipulates information 

6-8 repetitions for mastery 1-2 repetitions for mastery 

Enjoys peer conversations Prefers adult conversations 

Grasps meaning Draws inferences 

Copies accurately Creates a new design 

Technician Inventor 

Pleased with their own learning Highly self-critical 
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Did You Know… 
Twice Exceptional: 

Some gifted students also have 
disabilities. These students can 
often go undetected in the 
regular classroom because their 
disability and gifts mask each 
other, making them appear
average. Some twice 
exceptional students may be 
gifted in math, but struggle 
with reading. Other students 
may have Attention Deficit 
Disorder, dysgraphia, or other 
disabilities. 

At Risk: 

Gifted students need social and 
emotional support in order to 
be successful. Many gifted 
students think and problem 
solve at much higher levels 
than their chronological age 
peer. Their emotional level may
be closer to their age. This 
results in asynchronous 
development. Anxiety and 
depression are common, as is 
perfectionism. Without 
support, gifted students have a 
high dropout rate. Fear of
failure and high levels of 
intelligence can allow students 
to hide their challenges. 

Look For… 

• Are easily bored by routine tasks 

• Rebel against conformity 

• Creatively make toys or tools out of anything 

• Ask probing questions - why and what if 

• Make connections between ideas that classmates 
don’t get (but you do) 

• Have an adult sense of humor 

• Make up their own games on the playground 

• Rapid learner 

• Unusually large vocabulary and complex sentence 
structure for age 

• Advanced comprehension of word nuances,
metaphors and abstract ideas 

• Deep intense feelings and reactions 

• Keen and/or unusual sense of humor 

It is important to note that not all gifted children 
look or act alike. Giftedness exists in every
demographic group and personality type. It is 
important that adults look hard to discover potential 
and support gifted children as they reach for their 
personal best. 
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