
 

The mission of the Clay County Public Health Center is to deliver the essential public health services of  
prevention, promotion and protection to the communities of Clay County.  

 

 

 

 

12/11/2019 

Pertussis 

Dear Bell Prairie Elementary School parents, students, staff and guests:   

 
Clay County Public Health Center was notified today of a case of Pertussis, or whooping 
cough, in a child that attends Bell Prairie Elementary School. With the holidays coming up 

and school going on winter vacation, we would like to notify all that may have been 
exposed. 

 

Please contact your physician if you or your child develop any of the following, regardless 

of histories of allergies and/or asthma: 

• Coughing for more than two weeks without getting better, regardless of the 

severity of the cough, or 

• Develops a cough that progresses into a burst of numerous, rapid coughs, or 

• Has a cough followed by high-pitched sound known as a whoop, or 

• Vomits in-between coughing episodes.  

Pertussis can be severe and even fatal in very young infants. Older children and adults 

may show very mild symptoms that could be easily misdiagnosed for other upper 

respiratory infections but are usually the source of infection to younger children. All cases 

of Pertussis are infectious until the individual has completed treatment with appropriate 

medication. Completely immunized persons could also contract a milder form of the 

disease.  

The CDC recommends a Tdap booster for children ages 7 through 10 years who are not 
fully vaccinated. Tdap booster is recommended at 11-12 years of age for children who 

have not received it previously. If your child is entering 8th grade, a Tdap booster is 
required for school. Adults who have not had a Tdap booster and/or who care for infants 

or very young children should consider vaccination to protect themselves and the children 
around them. Please check with your physician to determine if vaccination is needed. 
 

 
For more information on pertussis, visit the CDC’s website at 

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/index.html. 
 

 
To report a pertussis case, please call the Clay County Public Health Center at 816-595-
4364. 
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