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Students
Tennis Athletes Win at State
North Kansas City Schools was well-represented at this year’s girls’ tennis state
championship. Sydney Fuger, from Northtown, and Ella Gates, from Staley, both
qualified to compete at the highest level. After an undefeated regular season, Sydney
finished 3rd overall with the bronze medal. Ella also battled her way through several tough
state rounds to a earn an impressive 13th place finish. Both athletes are only sophomores.
We can’t wait to see all they continue to accomplish!
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Schools & Staff
Dr. Enjoli Avila Named Clay-Platte Distinguished Principal Honoree
Chapel Hill’s principal Dr. Enjoli Avila is this year's
Distinguished Principal nominee for our region! Selected
by the Clay-Platte chapter of the Missouri Association for
Elementary School Principals, Dr. Avila was commended
for her instructional leadership, compassion for all, and
culture of high expectations and support. More than six
hundred Chapel Hill students celebrated and cheered her
on during an assembly earlier this month. Enjoli will
continue on to represent the Northland in statewide
competition. Congratulations, Dr. Avila!

Early Education Program of the Year
The North Kansas City Schools Early Education
Center is this year’s deserving recipient of the
Missouri School Boards Association Future Builders
Award, naming it Missouri’s Early Childhood Education
Program of the Year! Congratulations to the entire EEC
team, including our teachers, staff members, principal
Courtney Bishop and Executive Director of Special
Programs Dr. Katie Lawson. This honor confirms what
we already know to be true – NKC Schools’ Early
Education Center provides world-class opportunities
for our youngest learners and their families. We are
proud that the EEC now serves as a national model,
demonstrating the power of investment in early
education and reinvestment in the community.

Community
Recognizing the Friends of the Atkins-Johnson Farm and Museum
On behalf of the NKC Schools Education Foundation, we recognize the Friends of the
Atkins-Johnson Farm and Museum as an outstanding community partner. In 2021 and
2022, they generously supported the Education Foundation by donating a portion of the
proceeds from their annual Restoration Run 5K, totaling $10,000. The event and their
ongoing activities, exhibits, and educational programs encourage a greater awareness of
and appreciation for Clay County farm history.
Through their gifts, they have brought that mission into our schools by helping create
Missouri history artifact kits for our third-grade classrooms that include historically
accurate replica items, including Pony Express working saddles, horses, and covered
wagons. This hands-on learning helps create a personal connection and relevance. Thank
you to the Friends of the Atkins-Johnson Farm and Museum for creating this extraordinary
educational experience for third graders in North Kansas City Schools.

“I Built This” Community Event Brings Construction to Life
In September, an “I Built This” event brought more than one hundred of our high school
students an opportunity to get hands-on experience in the construction industry. Students
had the chance to test out the tools of the trade and speak with industry professionals
about internships and jobs. Authentic real-world experiences such as this truly encourage
students to see themselves in potential careers and think big about their futures.
Thank you to the sponsors of this event, including ConstructReach, KAI Enterprises and the
Chouteau Target. Brian Hursh and Kurt Goodwin, representatives from the Mid-America
Carpenters Regional Council and David Gerdts, The UP Companies Field Manager are here
with us this evening. Michael Kennedy, CEO for KAI Enterprises and UPCO could not be
with us, but is much appreciated also. Let’s watch this short video to learn more about our
sponsors’ generosity.

